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Berlin as a whole might not be
as beautiful as Paris or Rome,
but it has a quality of life unsur-
passed by them. It is a city of
hard contrasts, the ugly and the
beautiful sitting side by side.
Dirty graffiti-filled streets often
lead to a shiny, restored restau-
rant or an exciting antique store
or art gallery.

And the city surprises visitors
with interesting sites, often in the
middle of rough neighborhoods.
To see it for yourself, visit lively
Oranienburgerstrasse in the
heart of Berlin. It houses the
city’s main synagogue, the re-
stored Hinterhöfe and the Tache-
les.

The Hinterhöfe were rows of
narrow back yards with dark,
six-story houses, a Berlin special-
ity dating to the 19th century,
when they were created for the
working class.

The Tacheles is a five-story
brick structure, a ruin of a
former department store de-
stroyed during World War II.
Shortly before unification it was
occupied by artists and trans-
formed into an alternative cul-
ture center with art studios and
restaurants and a movie house
for the young and young at heart.
It is colorful, strange and exotic.

Just the opposite in style and
character is the Hackeschen
Höfe a few blocks away at
Rosenthalerstrasse. Built at the
end of the 19th century, this area
of apartment houses and com-
bined courtyards was completely
restored after die Wende — the

German name for unification.
With its chic bars, cafés, movie
houses and cabarets, it is a favor-
ite playground for the Schicki
Micki, Berlin’s yuppies and the
like.

Here are some other highlights
away from the traditional attrac-
tions of the Brandenburg Gate,
Reichstag Potsdamer Platz.

Gendarmenmarkt
Between Charlottenstrasse

and Markgrafenstrasse, (Mitte

district).
Stroll down busy, renovated

Friedrichstrasse, a no-man’s land
before the fall of the wall, and
visit extravagant Galleries Lafay-
ette, a department store import-
ed directly from Paris.

Close by is the Gendarmen-
markt, Berlin’s most exquisite
classical square named after the
Gens d’Armes regiment once sta-
tioned there.

Composed of the elegant
Schauspielhaus theater, the
German and French cathedrals,
this is what Berlin looked like

before the destruction of World
War II.

Farther along the street, at
Friedrichstrasse 44 in the
Kreuzberg district, is the Haus
am Checkpoint Charlie.

Named after the famous check-
point between East and West
Berlin, it is Berlin’s most popular
private museum. Its photo-
graphs, memorabilia and docu-
ments, escape vehicles and tools
show the daily terror of the wall
and efforts to escape.

It is open daily, from 9 a.m. to
10 p.m.

The Nikolaiviertel
Between Spandauerstrasse

and Radhausstrasse and
Spreeufer, close to Alexander-
platz, (Mitte).

This quarter of narrow cobble-
stone streets, little courtyards,
old pubs and varied restaurants
is almost like a country town in
the center of the city. Much of it
was restored by the communists.
It is the home of the Ni-
kolaikirche, the oldest church in
Berlin.
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